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Usage Notes

Definitions and discussions of the terms basic to this chaptersection can be found in Johnson and Kotz (1969, 1970a, 1970b). These are also good references for the specific distributions.

In order to keep the calling sequences simple, whenever possible, the subprograms described in this chaptersection are written for standard forms of statistical distributions. Hence, the number of parameters for any given distribution may be fewer than the number often associated with the distribution. For example, while a gamma distribution is often characterized by two parameters (or even a third, “location”), there is only one parameter that is necessary, the “shape”. 
The “scale” parameter can be used to scale the variable to the standard gamma distribution. Also, the functions relating to the normal distribution, imsls_f_normal_cdf and imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf , are for a normal distribution with mean equal to zero and variance equal to one. For other means and variances, it is very easy for the user to standardize the variables by subtracting the mean and dividing by the square root of the variance.

The distribution function for the (real, single-valued) random variable X is the function F defined for all real x by 

F(x) = Prob(X ( x)

where Prob(() denotes the probability of an event. The distribution function is often called the cumulative distribution function (CDF).

For distributions with finite ranges, such as the beta distribution, the CDF is 0 for values less than the left endpoint and 1 for values greater than the right endpoint. The subprograms described in this chaptersection return the correct values for the distribution functions when values outside of the range of the random variable are input, but warning error conditions are set in these cases.

Discrete Random Variables

For discrete distributions, the function giving the probability that the random variable takes on specific values is called the probability function, defined by

p(x) = Prob(X = x)

The “PR” routines described in this chaptersection evaluate probability functions. 

The CDF for a discrete random variable is
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where A is the set such that k ( x. The “DF” routines in this chaptersection evaluate cumulative distribution functions. Since the distribution function is a step function, its inverse does not exist uniquely.

Continuous Distributions

For continuous distributions, a probability function, as defined above, would not be useful because the probability of any given point is 0. For such distributions, the useful analog is the probability density function (PDF). The integral of the PDF is the probability over the interval, if the continuous random variable X has PDF f, then
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The relationship between the CDF and the PDF is
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The “_cdf” functions described in this chaptersection evaluate cumulative distribution functions.

For (absolutely) continuous distributions, the value of F(x) uniquely determines 
x within the support of the distribution. The “_inverse_cdf” functions described in this chapter compute the inverses of the distribution functions, that is, given F(x) (called “P” for “probability”), a routine such as imsls_f_beta_inverse_cdf computes x. The inverses are defined only over the open interval (0,1).

Additional Comments

Whenever a probability close to 1.0 results from a call to a distribution function or is to be input to an inverse function, it is often impossible to achieve good accuracy because of the nature of the representation of numeric values. In this case, it may be better to work with the complementary distribution function (one minus the distribution function). If the distribution is symmetric about some point (as the normal distribution, for example) or is reflective about some point (as the beta distribution, for example), the complementary distribution function has a simple relationship with the distribution function. For example, to evaluate the standard normal distribution at 4.0, using imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf directly, the result to six places is 0.999968. Only two of those digits are really useful, however. A more useful result may be 1.000000 minus this value, which can be obtained to six significant figures as 3.16713E-05 by evaluating imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf at (4.0. For the normal distribution, the two values are related by ((x) = 1 ( (((x), where ((() is the normal distribution function. Another example is the beta distribution with parameters 2 and 10. This distribution is skewed to the right, so evaluating imsls_f_beta_cdf at 0.7, 0.999953 is obtained. A more precise result is obtained by evaluating imsls_f_beta_cdf with parameters 10 and 2 at 0.3. This yields 4.72392E-5. (In both of these examples, it is wise not to trust the last digit.)

Many of the algorithms used by routines in this chaptersection are discussed by Abramowitz and Stegun (1964). The algorithms make use of various expansions and recursive relationships and often use different methods in different regions. 

Cumulative distribution functions are defined for all real arguments, however, if the input to one of the distribution functions in this chaptersection is outside the range of the random variable, an error of Type 1 is issued, and the output is set to zero or one, as appropriate. A Type 1 error is of lowest severity, a “note”, and, by default, no printing or stopping of the program occurs. The other common errors that occur in the routines of this chaptersection are Type 2, “alert”, for a function value being set to zero due to underflow, Type 3, “warning”, for considerable loss of accuracy in the result returned, and Type 5, “terminal”, for incorrect and/or inconsistent input, complete loss of accuracy in the result returned, or inability to represent the result (because of overflow). When a Type 5 error occurs, the result is set to NaN (not a number, also used as a missing value code).

binomial_cdf

Evaluates the binomial distributionxe "binomial distribution" function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_binomial_cdf (int k, int n, float p)
The type double function is imsls_d_binomial_cdf.

Required Arguments

int k   (Input)
Argument for which the binomial distribution function is to be evaluated.
int n   (Input)
Number of Bernoulli trials.
float p   (Input)
Probability of success on each trial.
Return Value

The probability that k or fewer successes occur in n independent Bernoulli trials, each of which has a probability p of success.

Description

The imsls_f_binomial_cdf function evaluates the distribution function of a binomial random variable with parameters n and p. It does this by summing probabilities of the random variable taking on the specific values in its range. These probabilities are computed by the recursive relationship:
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To avoid the possibility of underflow, the probabilities are computed forward from 0 if k is not greater than n ( p; otherwise, they are computed backward from n. The smallest positive machine number, ɛ, is used as the starting value for summing the probabilities, which are rescaled by (1 − p)nɛ if forward computation is performed and by pnɛ if backward computation is used.

For the special case of p = 0, imsls_f_binomial_cdf is set to 1; for the case p = 1, imsls_f_binomial_cdf is set to 1 if k = n and is set to 0 otherwise.
Example

Suppose X is a binomial random variable with n = 5 and p = 0.95. In this example, the function finds the probability that X is less than or equal to 3.

#include <imsls.h>

void main()
{
    int         k = 3;
    int         n = 5;
    float       p = 0.95;
    float       pr;

    pr = imsls_f_binomial_cdf(k,n,p);
    printf("Pr(x <= 3) = %6.4f\n", pr);
}

Output

Pr(x <= 3) = 0.0226

Informational Errors

IMSLS_LESS_THAN_ZERO
Since “k” = # is less than zero, the distribution function is set to zero.

IMSLS_GREATER_THAN_N
The input argument, k, is greater than the number of Bernoulli trials, n.

binomial_pdf

Evaluates the binomial probabilityxe "binomial probability" function.
Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_binomial_pdf (int k, int n, float p,..., 0)
The type double function is imsls_d_binomial_pdf.

Required Arguments

int k   (Input)
Argument for which the binomial probability function is to be evaluated.
int n   (Input)
Number of Bernoulli trials.
float p   (Input)
Probability of success on each trial.
Return Value

The probability that a binomial random variable takes on a value equal to k.

Description

The function imsls_f_binomial_pdf evaluates the probability that a binomial random variable with parameters n and p takes on the value k. It does this by computing probabilities of the random variable taking on the values in its range less than (or the values greater than) k. These probabilities are computed by the recursive relationship
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To avoid the possibility of underflow, the probabilities are computed forward from 0, if k is not greater than n times p, and are computed backward from n, otherwise. The smallest positive machine number, (, is used as the starting value for computing the probabilities, which are rescaled by (1 ( p)n( if forward computation is performed and by pn( if backward computation is done.
For the special case of p = 0, imsls_f_binomial_pdf is set to 0 if k is greater than 0 and to 1 otherwise; and for the case p = 1, imsls_f_binomial_pdf is set to 0 if k is less than n and to 1 otherwise.
Example 1

Suppose X is a binomial random variable with n = 5 and p = 0.95. In this example, we find the probability that X is equal to 3. 

#include <stdio.h>

#include <imsls.h>

void main()

{

  int k, n;

  float p, prob;

  k = 3;

  n = 5;

  p = 0.95;

  prob = imsls_f_binomial_pdf(k, n, p);

  printf("The probability that X is equal to 3 is %f\n", prob);

 }

Output

The probability that X is equal to 3 is 0.021434

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!HYPERGEOMETRIC_CDF;hypergeometric_cdf

xe "hypergeometric distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:hypergeometric"Evaluates the hypergeometric distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_hypergeometric_cdf (int k, int n, int m, int l)
The type double function is imsls_d_hypergeometric_cdf.

Required Arguments

int k   (Input)
Argument for which the hypergeometric distribution function is to be evaluated.
int n   (Input)
Sample size. Argument n must be greater than or equal to k.
int m   (Input)
Number of defectives in the lot.
int l   (Input)
Lot size. Argument l must be greater than or equal to n and m.
Return Value

The probability that k or fewer defectives occur in a sample of size n drawn from a lot of size l that contains m defectives.

Description

Function imsls_f_hypergeometric_cdf evaluates the distribution function of a hypergeometric random variable with parameters n, l, and m. The hypergeometric random variable x can be thought of as the number of items of a given type in a random sample of size n that is drawn without replacement from a population of size l containing m items of this type. The probability function is
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where i = max (0, n − l + m).

If k is greater than or equal to i and less than or equal to min (n, m), imsls_f_hypergeometric_cdf sums the terms in this expression for j going from i up to k; otherwise, 0 or 1 is returned, as appropriate. To avoid rounding in the accumulation, imsls_f_hypergeometric_cdf performs the summation differently, depending on whether or not k is greater than the mode of the distribution, which is the greatest integer less than or equal to (m + 1) (n + 1)/(l + 2).

Example

Suppose X is a hypergeometric random variable with n = 100, l = 1000, and m = 70. In this example, evaluate the distribution function at 7.

#include <imsls.h>

void main()
{
    int         k = 7;
    int         l = 1000;
    int         m = 70;
    int         n = 100;
    float       p;

    p = imsls_f_hypergeometric_cdf(k,n,m,l);
    printf("\nPr (x <= 7) = %6.4f", p);
}

Output

Pr (x <= 7) = 0.599
Informational Errors

IMSLS_LESS_THAN_ZERO
Since “k” = # is less than zero, the distribution function is set to zero.

IMSLS_K_GREATER_THAN_N
The input argument, k, is greater than the sample size.

Fatal Errors

IMSLS_LOT_SIZE_TOO_SMALL
Lot size must be greater than or equal to 
n and m.

hypergeometric_pdfxe "hypergeometric_pdf"
Evaluates the hypergeometric probability function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_hypergeometric_pdf (int k, int n, int m, int l)
The type double function is imsls_d_hypergeometric_pdf.
Required Arguments

int k  (Input)
Argument for which the hypergeometric probability function is to be evaluated.

int n  (Input)
Sample size.  n must be greater than zero and greater than or equal to k.
int m  (Input)
Number of defectives in the lot. 

int l   (Input)
Lot size.  l must be greater than or equal to n and m.

Return Value


The probability that a hypergeometric random variable takes a value equal to k. This value is the probability that exactly k defectives occur in a sample of size n drawn from a lot of size l that contains m defectives.

Description

The function imsls_f_hypergeometic_pdf evaluates the probability function of a hypergeometric random variable with parameters n, l, and m. The hypergeometric random variable X can be thought of as the number of items of a given type in a random sample of size n that is drawn without replacement from a population of size l containing m items of this type. The probability function is 
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where i = max(0, n ( l + m). imsls_f_hypergeometic_pdf evaluates the expression using log gamma functions. 

Example 

Suppose X is a hypergeometric random variable with n = 100, l = 1000, and m = 70. In this example, we evaluate the probability function at 7.

include "imsls.h"

void main()

{

  int k=7, n=100, l=1000, m=70;

  float pr;

  pr = imsls_f_hypergeometic_pdf(k, n, m, l);

  printf("  The probability that X is equal to 7 is %6.4f\n", pr);

}

Output

  The probability that X is equal to 7 is 0.1628

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!POISSON_CDF;poisson_cdf

xe "Poisson distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:Poisson"Evaluates the Poisson distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h> 

float imsls_f_poisson_cdf (int k, float theta)
The type double function is imsls_d_poisson_cdf.

Required Arguments

int k   (Input)
Argument for which the Poisson distribution function is to be evaluated.
float theta   (Input)
Mean of the Poisson distribution. Argument theta must be positive.
Return Value

The probability that a Poisson random variable takes a value less than or equal 
to k.

Description

Function imsls_f_poisson_cdf evaluates the distribution function of a Poisson random variable with parameter theta. The mean of the Poisson random variable, theta, must be positive. The probability function (with θ = theta) is as follows:
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The individual terms are calculated from the tails of the distribution to the mode of the distribution and summed. Function imsls_f_poisson_cdf uses the recursive relationship 
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with f (0) = e−q.


[image: image10.wmf]
Figure 11-1   Plot of Fp (k, θ)

Example

Suppose X is a Poisson random variable with θ = 10. In this example, we evaluate the probability that X is less than or equal to 7.

#include <imsls.h>

void main()
{
    int         k = 7;
    float       theta = 10.0;
    float       p;

    p = imsls_f_poisson_cdf(k, theta);
    printf("Pr(x <= 7) = %6.4f\n", p);
}

Output

Pr(x <= 7) = 0.2202

Informational Errors

IMSLS_LESS_THAN_ZERO
Since “k” = # is less than zero, the distribution function is set to zero.

poisson_pdfxe "poisson_pdf"
Evaluates the Poisson probability function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_poisson_pdf (int k, float theta)

The type double function is imsls_d_poisson_pdf.

Required Arguments

int k  (Input)
Argument for which the Poisson distribution function is to be evaluated.

float theta  (Input) 
Mean of the Poisson distribution.  theta must be positive.

Return Value

Function value, the probability that a Poisson random variable takes a value equal to k.

Description

Function imsls_f_poisson_pdf evaluates the probability function of a Poisson random variable with parameter theta. theta, which is the mean of the Poisson random variable, must be positive. The probability function (with ( = theta) is

f(x) = e−θ (k/k!,
for k = 0, 1, 2,(
imsls_f_poisson_pdf evaluates this function directly, taking logarithms and using the log gamma function.


[image: image11.wmf]
Figure 11-2   Poisson Probability Function

Example

Suppose X is a Poisson random variable with ( = 10. In this example, we evaluate the probability function at 7.

#include "imsls.h"

void main () {

  int k = 7;

  float theta = 10.0;

  printf ("The probability that X is equal to 7 is %g.\n",


  imsls_f_poisson_pdf (k, theta));

}

Output

The probability that X is equal to 7 is 0.0900792.

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!BETA_CDF;beta_cdf

xe "distribution functions:beta"

xe "beta distribution function"Evaluates the beta probability distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_beta_cdf (float x, float pin, float qin)
The type double function is imsls_d_beta_cdf.

Required Arguments

float x   (Input)
Argument for which the beta probability distribution function is to be evaluated.
float pin   (Input)
First beta distribution parameter. Argument pin must be positive.
float qin   (Input)
Second beta distribution parameter. Argument qin must be positive.
Return Value

The probability that a beta random variable takes on a value less than or equal 
to x.

Description

Function imsls_f_beta_cdf evaluates the distribution function of a beta random variable with parameters pin and qin. This function is sometimes called the incomplete beta ratio and, with p = pin and q = qin, is denoted by Ix (p, q). It is given by
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where Γ (() is the gamma function. The value of the distribution function by Ix (p, q) is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x.

The integral in the expression above is called the incomplete beta function and is denoted by βx(p, q). The constant in the expression is the reciprocal of the beta function (the incomplete function evaluated at 1) and is denoted by β(p, q).
Function imsls_f_beta_cdf uses the method of Bosten and Battiste (1974).

Example

Suppose X is a beta random variable with parameters 12 and 12 (X has a symmetric distribution). This example finds the probability that X is less than 0.6 and the probability that X is between 0.5 and 0.6. (Since X is a symmetric beta random variable, the probability that it is less than 0.5 is 0.5.)

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
        float           p, pin, qin, x;

        pin = 12.0;
        qin = 12.0;
        x = 0.6;
        p = imsls_f_beta_cdf(x, pin, qin);
        printf("The probability that X is less than 0.6 is %6.4f\n",
                p);
        x = 0.5;
        p -= imsls_f_beta_cdf(x, pin, qin);
        printf("The probability that X is between 0.5 and");
        printf(" 0.6 is %6.4f\n", p);
}

Output

The probability that X is less than 0.6 is 0.8364
The probability that X is between 0.5 and 0.6 is 0.3364
.p>.CSCH11.DOC!BETA_INVERSE_CDF;beta_inverse_cdf

xe "beta distribution function:inverse"

xe "distribution functions:beta:inverse"Evaluates the inverse of the beta distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_beta_inverse_cdf (float p, float pin, float qin)
The type double function is imsls_d_beta_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the beta distribution function is to be evaluated. Argument p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
float pin   (Input)
First beta distribution parameter. Argument pin must be positive.
float qin   (Input)
Second beta distribution parameter. Argument qin must be positive.
Return Value

Function imsls_f_beta_inverse_cdf returns the inverse distribution function of a beta random variable with parameters pin and qin. 

Description

With P = p, p = pin, and q = qin, the beta_inverse_cdf returns x such that
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where Γ (() is the gamma function. The probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x is P.

Example

Suppose X is a beta random variable with parameters 12 and 12 (X has a symmetric distribution). In this example, we find the value x such that the probability that X is less than or equal to x is 0.9.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
        float           p, pin, qin, x;


        pin = 12.0;
        qin = 12.0;
        p = 0.9;
        x = imsls_f_beta_inverse_cdf(p, pin, qin);
        printf(" X is less than %6.4f with probability 0.9.\n",
                x);
}

Output

X is less than 0.6299 with probability 0.9.
.p>.CSCH11.DOC!BIVARIATE_NORMAL_CDF;bivariate_normal_cdf

xe "bivariate normal distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:bivariate normal"Evaluates the bivariate normal distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_bivariate_normal_cdf (float x, float y, float rho)
The type double function is imsls_d_bivariate_normal_cdf.

Required Arguments

float x   (Input)
The x-coordinate of the point for which the bivariate normal distribution function is to be evaluated.
float y   (Input)
The y-coordinate of the point for which the bivariate normal distribution function is to be evaluated.
float rho   (Input)
Correlation coefficient.
Return Value

The probability that a bivariate normal random variable with correlation rho takes a value less than or equal to x and less than or equal to y.

Description
Function imsls_f_bivariate_normal_cdf evaluates the distribution function F of a bivariate normal distribution with means of zero, variances of one, and correlation of rho; that is, with ( = rho, and |(| < 1,
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To determine the probability that U ( u0 and V ( v0, where (U, V)T is a bivariate normal random variable with mean ( = ((U, (V)T and variance-covariance matrix
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transform (U, V)T to a vector with zero means and unit variances. The input 
to imsls_f_bivariate_normal_cdf would be X = (u0 ( (U)/(U, Y = (v0 ( (V)/(V, and ( = (UV/((U(V).

Function imsls_f_bivariate_normal_cdf uses the method of Owen (1962, 1965). Computation of Owen’s T-function is based on code by M. Patefield and D. Tandy (2000). For |(| = 1, the distribution function is computed based on the univariate statistic, Z = min(x, y), and on the normal distribution function imsls_f_normal_cdf.

Example

Suppose (X, Y) is a bivariate normal random variable with mean (0, 0) and variance-covariance matrix as follows:
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In this example, we find the probability that X is less than −2.0 and Y is less than 0.0.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
        float           p, rho, x, y;

        x = -2.0;
        y = 0.0;
        rho = 0.9;
        p = imsls_f_bivariate_normal_cdf(x, y, rho);
        printf(" The probability that X is less than -2.0\n"
               " and Y is less than 0.0 is %6.4f\n", p);

}

Output

The probability that X is less than -2.0
and Y is less than 0.0 is 0.0228
.p>.CSCH11.DOC!CHI_SQUARED_CDF;chi_squared_cdf

xe "chi-squared distribution function"Evaluates the chi-squared distribution function.xe "distribution functions:chi-squared"
Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf (float chi_squared, float df)
The type double function is imsls_d_chi_squared_cdf.

Required Arguments

float chi_squared   (Input)
Argument for which the chi-squared distribution function is to be evaluated.
float df   (Input)
Number of degrees of freedom of the chi-squared distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.5.
Return Value

The probability that a chi-squared random variable takes a value less than or equal to chi_squared.

Description

Function imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf evaluates the distribution function, F, of a chi-squared random variable x = chi_squared with ν = df. Then,
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where Γ (() is the gamma function. The value of the distribution function at the point x is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x.

For ν > 65, imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf uses the Wilson-Hilferty approximation (Abramowitz and Stegun 1964, Equation 26.4.17) to the normal distribution, and function imsls_f_normal_cdf is used to evaluate the normal distribution function.
For ν ( 65, imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf uses series expansions to evaluate the distribution function. If x < max (ν / 2, 26), imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf uses the series 6.5.29 in Abramowitz and Stegun (1964); otherwise, it uses the asymptotic expansion 6.5.32 in Abramowitz and Stegun.

Example

Suppose X is a chi-squared random variable with two degrees of freedom. In this example, we find the probability that X is less than 0.15 and the probability that 
X is greater than 3.0.

#include <imsls.h>

void main()
{
    float       chi_squared = 0.15; 
    float       df = 2.0;
    float       p;

    p    = imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf(chi_squared, df);
    printf("%s %s %6.4f\n", "The probability that chi-squared\n",
        "with 2 df is less than 0.15 is", p);

    chi_squared = 3.0;
    p    = 1.0 - imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf(chi_squared, df);
    printf("%s %s %6.4f\n", "The probability that chi-squared\n",
        "with 2 df is greater than 3.0 is", p);
}
Output

The probability that chi-squared
 with 2 df is less than 0.15 is 0.0723
The probability that chi-squared
 with 2 df is greater than 3.0 is 0.2231
Informational Errors

IMSLS_ARG_LESS_THAN_ZERO
Since “chi_squared” = # is less than zero, the distribution function is zero at “chi_squared.”

Alert Errors

IMSLS_NORMAL_UNDERFLOW
Using the normal distribution for large degrees of freedom, underflow would have occurred.

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!CHI_SQUARED_INVERSE_CDF;chi_squared_inverse_cdf

xe "chi-squared distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:chi-squared: inverse"Evaluates the inverse of the chi-squared distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf (float p, float df)
The type double function is imsls_d_chi_squared_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the chi-squared distribution function is to be evaluated. Argument p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
float df   (Input)
Number of degrees of freedom of the chi-squared distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.5.
Return Value

The inverse at the chi-squared distribution function evaluated at p. The probability that a chi-squared random variable takes a value less than or equal to imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf evaluates the inverse distribution function of a chi-squared random variable with ν = df and with probability p. That is, it determines x = imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf (p, df), such that 
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where Γ (() is the gamma function. The probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x is p.

For ν < 40, imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf uses bisection (if ν ≤ 2 or p > 0.98) or regula falsi to find the point at which the chi-squared distribution function is equal to p. The distribution function is evaluated using IMSL function imsls_f_chi_squared_cdf.
For 40 ≤ ν < 100, a modified Wilson-Hilferty approximation (Abramowitz and Stegun 1964, Equation 26.4.18) to the normal distribution is used. IMSL function imsls_f_normal_cdf is used to evaluate the inverse of the normal distribution function. For ν ( 100, the ordinary Wilson-Hilferty approximation (Abramowitz and Stegun 1964, Equation 26.4.17) is used.
Example

In this example, we find the 99-th percentage point of a chi-squared random variable with 2 degrees of freedom and of one with 64 degrees of freedom.

#include <imsls.h>

void main ()
{    
    float       df, x;
    float       p = 0.99;

    df = 2.0;
    x  = imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf(p, df);
    printf("For p = .99 with  2 df, x = %7.3f.\n", x);

    df = 64.0;
    x  = imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf(p,df);
    printf("For p = .99 with 64 df, x = %7.3f.\n", x);
}
Output

For p = .99 with  2 df, x =   9.210.
For p = .99 with 64 df, x =  93.217.
Warning Errors

IMSLS_UNABLE_TO_BRACKET_VALUE
The bounds that enclose “p” could not be found. An approximation for imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf is returned.

IMSLS_CHI_2_INV_CDF_CONVERGENCE
The value of the inverse chi-squared could not be found within a specified number of iterations. An approximation for imsls_f_chi_squared_inverse_cdf is returned.

.p>.CSCH2.DOC!REGRESSION;non_central_chi_sq

Evaluates the noncentral chi-squared distribution functionxe "noncentral chi-squared distribution function".xe "distribution functions:chi-squared, noncentral"
Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq (float chi_squared, float df , float delta)

The type double function is imsls_d_non_central_chi_sq.

Required Arguments

float chi_squared   (Input)
Argument for which the noncentral chi-squared distribution function is to be evaluated.

float df   (Input)
Number of degrees of freedom of the noncentral chi-squared distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.5

float delta (Input)
The noncentrality parameter.  delta must be nonnegative, and   delta + df must be less than or equal to 200,000.

Return Value

The probability that a noncentral chi-squared random variable takes a value less than or equal to chi_squared.

Description

Function imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq evaluates the distribution function of a noncentral chi-squared random variable with df degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter alam, that is, with v = df, ( = alam, and x = chi_squared,
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where ((() is the gamma function. This is a series of central chi-squared distribution functions with Poisson weights. The value of the distribution function at the point x is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x. 

The noncentral chi-squared random variable can be defined by the distribution function above, or alternatively and equivalently, as the sum of squares of independent normal random variables. If Yi have independent normal distributions with means (i and variances equal to one and
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then X has a noncentral chi-squared distribution with n degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter equal to
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With a noncentrality parameter of zero, the noncentral chi-squared distribution is the same as the chi-squared distribution. 

Function imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq determines the point at which the Poisson weight is greatest, and then sums forward and backward from that point, terminating when the additional terms are sufficiently small or when a maximum of 1000 terms have been accumulated. The recurrence relation 26.4.8 of Abramowitz and Stegun (1964) is used to speed the evaluation of the central chi-squared distribution functions.


[image: image22.wmf]
Figure 11-3   Noncentral Chi-squared Distribution Function

Example

In this example, imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq is used to compute the probability that a random variable that follows the noncentral chi-squared distribution with noncentrality parameter of 1 and with 2 degrees of freedom is less than or equal to 8.642.

#include <imsls.h>

#include <stdio.h>

void main()

{

        float chsq = 8.642;

        float df = 2.0;

        float alam = 1.0;

        float p;

        p = imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq(chsq, df, alam);

        printf("The probability that a noncentral chi-squared random\n"


 "variable with %2.0f df and noncentrality parameter %3.1f is less\n"


 "than %5.3f is %5.3f.\n", df, alam, chsq, p);

} 

Output

The probability that a noncentral chi-squared random

variable with 2 df and noncentrality parameter 1.0 is less

than 8.642 is 0.950

.p>.CSCH2.DOC!REGRESSION;non_central_chi_sq_inv

xe "noncentral chi-squared distribution function:inverse"Evaluates the inverse of the noncentral chi-squared function.xe "distribution functions:chi-squared, noncentral: inverse"

xe "distribution functions:chi-squared, noncentral"
Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>
float imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv (float p, float df, float delta)

The type double function is imsls_d_non_central_chi_sq_inv.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the noncentral chi-squared distribution function is to be evaluated. p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
float df   (Input)
Number of degrees of freedom of the noncentral chi-squared distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.5

float delta (Input)
The noncentrality parameter.  delta must be nonnegative, and    delta + df  must be less than or equal to 200,000.
Return Value

The probability that a noncentral chi-squared random variable takes a value less than or equal to imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv is p. 

Description

Function imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv evaluates the inverse distribution function of a noncentral chi-squared random variable with 
df degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter delta; that is, with P = p, v = df, and  ( = delta, it determines c0 (= imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv (p, df, delta)), such that
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where ((() is the gamma function. The probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to c0 is P.

Function imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv uses bisection and modified regula falsi to invert the distribution function, which is evaluated using 
routine imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq. See imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq for an alternative definition of the noncentral chi-squared random variable in terms of normal random variables.

Example

In this example, we find the 95-th percentage point for a noncentral chi-squared random variable with 2 degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter 1.

#include <imsls.h>

#include <stdio.h>

void main()

{

        float p = .95;

        int df = 2;

        float delta = 1.0;

        float chi_squared;

        chi_squared = imsls_f_non_central_chi_sq_inv(p, df, delta);

 printf("The 0.05 noncentral chi-squared critical value is %6.4f.\n",

        chi_squared);

}

Output

The 0.05 noncentral chi-squared critical value is  8.6422.

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!F_CDF;F_cdf

Evaluates the F distribution function. xe "distribution functions:F_cdf:inverse"
Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_F_cdf (float f, float df_numerator, float df_denominator)
The type double function is imsls_d_F_cdf.

Required Arguments

float f   (Input)
Point at which the F distribution function is to be evaluated.
float df_numerator   (Input)
The numerator degrees of freedom. Argument df_numerator must be positive.
float df_denominator   (Input)
The denominator degrees of freedom. Argument df_denominator must be positive.
Return Value

The probability that an F random variable takes a value less than or equal to the input point, f.

Description

Function imsls_f_F_cdf evaluates the distribution function of a Snedecor’s F random variable with df_numerator and df_denominator. The function is evaluated by making a transformation to a beta random variable, then evaluating the incomplete beta function. If X is an F variate with ν1 and ν2 degrees of freedom and Y = (ν1X)/(ν2 + ν1X), then Y is a beta variate with parameters p = ν1/2 and q = ν2/2. Function imsls_f_F_cdf also uses a relationship between F random variables that can be expressed as

FF(f, v1, v2) = 1 ( FF(1/f, v2, v1)

where FF is the distribution function for an F random variable.


[image: image24.wmf]
Figure 11-4   Plot of FF(f, 1.0, 1.0)

Example

This example finds the probability that an F random variable with one numerator and one denominator degree of freedom is greater than 648.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
    float       p;
    float       F = 648.0;
    float       df_numerator = 1.0;
    float       df_denominator = 1.0;

    p = 1.0 - imsls_f_F_cdf(F,df_numerator, df_denominator);
    printf("%s %s %6.4f.\n", "The probability that an F(1,1) variate",
        "is greater than 648 is", p);
}

Output

The probability that an F(1,1) variate is greater than 648 is 0.0250.

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!F_INVERSE_CDF;F_inverse_cdf

xe "distribution functions:F_inverse_cdf"Evaluates the inverse of the F distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_F_inverse_cdf (float p, float df_numerator, float df_denominator)
The type double function is imsls_d_F_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the F distribution function is to be evaluated. Argument p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
float df_numerator   (Input)
Numerator degrees of freedom. Argument df_numerator must be positive.
float df_denominator   (Input)
Denominator degrees of freedom. Argument df_denominator must be positive.
Return Value

The value of the inverse of the F distribution function evaluated at p. The probability that an F random variable takes a value less than or equal to imsls_f_F_inverse_cdf is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_F_inverse_cdf evaluates the inverse distribution function of a Snedecor’s F random variable with ν1 = df_numerator numerator degrees of freedom and  ν2 = df_denominator denominator degrees of freedom. The function is evaluated by making a transformation to a beta random variable, then evaluating the inverse of an incomplete beta function. If X is an F variate with ν1 and ν2 degrees of freedom and Y = (ν1X)/(ν2 + ν1X), then Y is a beta variate with parameters p = ν1/2 and q = ν2/2. If p ≤ 0.5, imsls_f_F_ inverse_cdf uses this relationship directly; otherwise, it also uses a relationship between F random variables that can be expressed as follows:

FF(f, v1, v2) = 1 ( FF(1/f, v2, v1)

Example

This example finds the 99-th percentage point for an F random variable with 7 and 1 degrees of freedom.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
    float        df_denominator = 1.0;
    float        df_numerator = 7.0;
    float        f;
    float        p = 0.99;

    f = imsls_f_F_inverse_cdf(p, df_numerator, df_denominator);

    printf("The F(7,1) 0.01 critical value is %6.3f\n", f);
}

Output

The F(7,1) 0.01 critical value is 5928.370
Fatal Errors

IMSLS_F_INVERSE_OVERFLOW
Function imsls_f_F_inverse_cdf overflows. This is because df_numerator or df_denominator and p are too large. The return value is set to machine infinity.

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!GAMMA_CDF;gamma_cdf

xe "gamma distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:gamma"Evaluates the gamma distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_gamma_cdf (float x, float a)
The type double function is imsls_d_gamma_cdf.

Required Arguments

float x   (Input)
Argument for which the gamma distribution function is to be evaluated.
float a   (Input)
Shape parameter of the gamma distribution. This parameter must be positive.
Return Value

The probability that a gamma random variable takes a value less than or equal to x.

Description

Function imsls_f_gamma_cdf evaluates the distribution function, F, of a gamma random variable with shape parameter a,
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where Γ(() is the gamma function. (The gamma function is the integral from 0 to ( of the same integrand as above.) The value of the distribution function at the point x is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x.

The gamma distribution is often defined as a two-parameter distribution with a scale parameter b (which must be positive) or as a three-parameter distribution in which the third parameter c is a location parameter. In the most general case, the probability density function over (c, () is as follows:
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If T is a random variable with parameters a, b, and c, the probability that T ≤ t0 can be obtained from imsls_f_gamma_cdf by setting x = (t0 − c)/b.

If x is less than a or less than or equal to 1.0, imsls_f_gamma_cdf uses a 
series expansion; otherwise, a continued fraction expansion is used. 
(See Abramowitz and Stegun 1964.)

Example

Let X be a gamma random variable with a shape parameter of four. (In this case, it has an Erlang distribution since the shape parameter is an integer.) This example finds the probability that X is less than 0.5 and the probability that 
X is between 0.5 and 1.0.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
    float       p, x;
    float       a = 4.0;

    x = 0.5;
    p = imsls_f_gamma_cdf(x,a);
    printf("The probability that X is less than 0.5 is %6.4f\n", p);

    x = 1.0;
    p = imsls_f_gamma_cdf(x,a) - p;
    printf("The probability that X is between 0.5 and 1.0 is %6.4f\n",
        p);
}

Output

The probability that X is less than 0.5 is 0.0018
The probability that X is between 0.5 and 1.0 is 0.0172
Informational Errors

IMSLS_ARG_LESS_THAN_ZERO
Since “x” = # is less than zero, the distribution function is zero at “x.”

Fatal Errors

IMSLS_X_AND_A_TOO_LARGE
Since “x” = # and “a” = # are so large, the algorithm would overflow.

gamma_inverse_cdfxe "gamma_inverse_cdf"
Evaluates the inverse of the gamma distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_gamma_inverse_cdf (float p, float a)
The type double function is imsls_d_gamma_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the gamma distribution function is to be evaluated. p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).

float a (Input)
The shape parameter of the gamma distribution.  This parameter must be positive.

Return Value

The probability that a gamma random variable takes a value less than or equal to the returned value is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_gamma_inverse_cdf evaluates the inverse distribution function of a gamma random variable with shape parameter a, that is, it determines x (=imsls_f_gamma_inverse_cdf (p, a)), such that
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where ((() is the gamma function. The probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x is P. See the documentation for function imsls_f_gamma_cdf for further discussion of the gamma distribution. 

Function imsls_f_gamma_inverse_cdf uses bisection and modified regula falsi to invert the distribution function, which is evaluated using function imsls_f_gamma_cdf.

Example 

In this example, we find the 95-th percentage point for a gamma random variable with shape parameter of 4.

include "imsls.h"

void main()

{

  float p = .95, a = 4.0, x;

  x = imsls_f_gamma_inverse_cdf(p,a);

  printf("The 0.05 gamma(4) critical value is %6.4f\n", x);

}

Output

The 0.05 gamma(4) critical value is 7.7537
.p>.CSCH11.DOC!NORMAL_CDF;normal_cdf

xe "Gaussian distribution functions"

xe "distribution functions:normal"

xe "distribution functions:Gaussian"Evaluates the standard normal (Gaussian) distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h> 

float imsls_f_normal_cdf (float x)
The type double function is imsls_d_normal_cdf.

Required Arguments

float x   (Input)
Point at which the normal distribution function is to be evaluated.
Return Value

The probability that a normal random variable takes a value less than or equal 
to x.

Description

Function imsls_f_normal_cdf evaluates the distribution function, Φ, of a standard normal (Gaussian) random variable as follows:
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The value of the distribution function at the point x is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x.

The standard normal distribution (for which imsls_f_normal_cdf is the distribution function) has mean of 0 and variance of 1. The probability that a normal random variable with mean μ and variance σ2 is less than y is given by imsls_f_normal_cdf evaluated at (y − μ)/σ.


[image: image29.wmf]
Figure 11-5   Plot of Φ(x)

Example

Suppose X is a normal random variable with mean 100 and variance 225. This example finds the probability that X is less than 90 and the probability that X is between 105 and 110.

#include <imsls.h> 

main()
{
    float      p, x1, x2;

    x1  = (90.0-100.0)/15.0;
    p   = imsls_f_normal_cdf(x1);
    printf("The probability that X is less than 90 is %6.4f\n", p);

    x1 = (105.0-100.0)/15.0;
    x2 = (110.0-100.0)/15.0;
    p  = imsls_f_normal_cdf(x2) - imsls_f_normal_cdf(x1);
    printf("The probability that X is between 105 and 110 is %6.4f\n",
        p); 
}

Output

The probability that X is less than 90 is 0.2525
The probability that X is between 105 and 110 is 0.1169

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!NORMAL_INVERSE_CDF;normal_inverse_cdf

xe "distribution functions:inverse"

xe "Gaussian distribution functions:inverse"

xe "normal distribution function"Evaluates the inverse of the standard normal (Gaussian) distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf (float p)
The type double function is imsls_d_normal_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the normal distribution function is to be evaluated. Argument p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
Return Value

The inverse of the normal distribution function evaluated at p. The probability that a standard normal random variable takes a value less than or equal to imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf evaluates the inverse of the distribution function, Φ, of a standard normal (Gaussian) random variable, imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf(p) = Φ−1(x), where
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The value of the distribution function at the point x is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to x. The standard normal distribution has a mean of 0 and a variance of 1.
Function imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf (p) is evaluated by use of minimax rational-function approximations for the inverse of the error function. General descriptions of these approximations are given in Hart et al. (1968) and Strecok (1968). The rational functions used in imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf are described by Kinnucan and Kuki (1968).

Example

This example computes the point such that the probability is 0.9 that a standard normal random variable is less than or equal to this point.

#include <imsls.h>

main()
{
    float       x;
    float       p = 0.9;

    x = imsls_f_normal_inverse_cdf(p);
    printf("The 90th percentile of a standard normal is %6.4f.\n", x);
}

Output

The 90th percentile of a standard normal is 1.2816.
.p>.CSCH11.DOC!T_CDF;t_cdf

xe "Student’s t distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:Student’s t"Evaluates the Student’s t distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_t_cdf (float t, float df)
The type double function is imsls_d_t_cdf.

Required Arguments

float t   (Input)
Argument for which the Student’s t distribution function is to be evaluated.
float df   (Input)
Degrees of freedom. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 1.0.
Return Value

The probability that a Student’s t random variable takes a value less than or equal to the input t.

Description

Function imsls_f_t_cdf evaluates the distribution function of a Student’s t random variable with ν = df degrees of freedom. If the square of t is greater than or equal to ν, the relationship of a t to an F random variable (and subsequently, to a beta random variable) is exploited, and percentage points from a beta distribution are used. Otherwise, the method described by Hill (1970) is used. If ν is not an integer, is greater than 19, or is greater than 200, a Cornish- Fisher expansion is used to evaluate the distribution function. If ν is less than 20 and |t| is less than 2.0, a trigonometric series is used (see Abramowitz and Stegun 1964, Equations 26.7.3 and 26.7.4 with some rearrangement). For the remaining cases, a series given by Hill (1970) that converges well for large values of t is used.


[image: image31.wmf]
Figure 11-6   Plot of Ft (t, 6.0)

Example

This example finds the probability that a t random variable with 6 degrees of freedom is greater in absolute value than 2.447. The fact that t is symmetric about 0 is used.

#include <imsls.h>

main ()
{
    float       p;
    float       t = 2.447;
    float       df = 6.0;

    p  = 2.0*imsls_f_t_cdf(-t,df);
    printf("Pr(|t(6)| > 2.447) = %6.4f\n", p);
}

Output

Pr(|t(6)| > 2.447) = 0.0500

.p>.CSCH11.DOC!T_INVERSE_CDF;t_inverse_cdf

xe "Student’s t distribution function:inverse"

xe "distribution functions:Student’s t:inverse"Evaluates the inverse of the Student’s t distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h> 

float imsls_f_t_inverse_cdf (float p, float df)
The type double function is imsls_d_t_inverse_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
Probability for which the inverse of the Student’s t distribution function is to be evaluated. Argument p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).
float df   (Input)
Degrees of freedom. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 1.0.
Return Value

The inverse of the Student’s t distribution function evaluated at p. The probability that a Student’s t random variable takes a value less than or equal to imsls_f_t_inverse_cdf is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_t_inverse_cdf evaluates the inverse distribution function of a Student’s t random variable with ν = df degrees of freedom. If ν equals 1 or 2, the inverse can be obtained in closed form. If ν is between 1 and 2, the relationship of a t to a beta random variable is exploited and the inverse of the beta distribution is used to evaluate the inverse; otherwise, the algorithm of Hill (1970) is used. For small values of ν greater than 2, Hill’s algorithm inverts an integrated expansion in 1/(1 + t2/ν) of the t density. For larger values, an asymptotic inverse Cornish-Fisher type expansion about normal deviates is used.

Example

This example finds the 0.05 critical value for a two-sided t test with 6 degrees of freedom.

#include <imsls.h>

void main()
{
    float       df = 6.0;
    float       p = 0.975;
    float       t;

    t  = imsls_f_t_inverse_cdf(p,df);

    printf("The two-sided t(6) 0.05 critical value is %6.3f\n", t);
}

Output

The two-sided t(6) 0.05 critical value is  2.447

Informational Errors

IMSLS_OVERFLOW
Function imsls_f_t_inverse_cdf is set to machine infinity since overflow would occur upon modifying the inverse value for the F distribution with the result obtained from the inverse beta distribution.

.p>.CSCH2.DOC!REGRESSION;non_central_t_cdf

xe "noncentral Student’s t distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:Student’s t, noncentral"Evaluates the noncentral Student’s t distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_non_central_t_cdf  (float t, int df , float delta)
The type double function is imsls_d_non_central_t_cdf.

Required Arguments

float t   (Input)


Argument for which the noncentral Student’s t distribution function is to be evaluated.

int df   (Input)


Number of degrees of freedom of the noncentral Student’s t  distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.0

float delta (Input)                                                                                             The noncentrality parameter.
Return Value

The probability that a noncentral Student’s t random variable takes a value less than or equal to t.

Description

Function imsls_f_non_central_t_cdf evaluates the distribution function 
F of a noncentral t random variable with df degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter delta; that is, with v = df, ( = delta , and t0 = t,
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where ((() is the gamma function. The value of the distribution function at the point t0 is the probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to t0.

The noncentral t random variable can be defined by the distribution function above, or alternatively and equivalently, as the ratio of a normal random variable and an independent chi-squared random variable. If w has a normal distribution with mean ( and variance equal to one, u has an independent chi-squared distribution with v degrees of freedom, and
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then x has a noncentral t distribution with degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter (.

The distribution function of the noncentral t can also be expressed as a double integral involving a normal density function (see, for example, Owen 1962, page 108). The function TNDF uses the method of Owen (1962, 1965), which uses repeated integration by parts on that alternate expression for the distribution function.


[image: image34.wmf]
Figure 11-7   Noncentral Student’s t Distribution Function

Example

Suppose t is a noncentral t random variable with 6 degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter 6. In this example, we find the probability that t is less than 12.0. (This can be checked using the table on page 111 of Owen 1962, with ( = 0.866, which yields ( = 1.664.)

#include <imsls.h>

#include <stdio.h>

void main()

{

        float t = 12.0;

        int df = 6;

        float delta = 6.0;

        float p;

        p = imsls_f_non_central_t_cdf(t, df, delta);

        printf("The probability that t is less than 12 is %6.4f.\n", p);

}

Output

The probability that T is less than 12.0 is 0.9501

.p>.CSCH2.DOC!REGRESSION;non_central_t_inv_cdf

xe "noncentral Student’s t distribution function"

xe "distribution functions:Student’s t, noncentral:inverse"Evaluates the inverse of the noncentral Student’s t distribution function.

Synopsis

#include <imsls.h>

float imsls_f_non_central_t_inv_cdf (float p, int df , float delta)
The type double function is imsls_d_non_central_t_inv_cdf.

Required Arguments

float p   (Input)
A Probability for which the inverse of the noncentral Student’s t distribution function is to be evaluated.  p must be in the open interval (0.0, 1.0).

int df   (Input)
Number of degrees of freedom of the noncentral Student’s t  distribution. Argument df must be greater than or equal to 0.0

float delta (Input)
The noncentrality parameter.
Return Value

The probability that a noncentral Student’s t random variable takes a value less than or equal to t is p.

Description

Function imsls_f_non_central_t_inv_cdf evaluates the inverse distribution function of a noncentral t random variable with df degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter delta; that is, with P = p, v = df, and 
( = delta, it determines t0 (= imsls_f_non_central_t_inv_cdf 
(p, df, delta )), such that
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where ((() is the gamma function. The probability that the random variable takes a value less than or equal to t0 is P. See imsls_f_non_central_t_cdf 
(page ) for an alternative definition in terms of normal and chi-squared random variables. The function  imsls_f_non_central_t_inv_cdf  uses bisection and modified regula falsi to invert the distribution function, which is evaluated using routine imsls_f_non_central_t_cdf.

Example

In this example, we find the 95-th percentage point for a noncentral t random variable with 6 degrees of freedom and noncentrality parameter 6.

#include <imsls.h>

#include <stdio.h>

void main()

{

        float p = .95;

        int df = 6;

        float delta = 6.0;

        float t;

        t = imsls_f_non_central_t_inv_cdf(p, df, delta);

        printf("The 0.05 noncentral t critical value is %6.4f.\n", t);

}

Output

The 0.05 noncentral t critical value is 11.995.
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